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Have you ever had the breath knocked out of you?  I have.  It’s a terrible feeling 
not to be able to breathe.  Under these circumstances you seek only one thing…
AIR.  People could offer you money, fame, prestige, or power, but there is only 
one thing you seek.  That is the ability to breathe.  It is not optional.  Breathing is 

the solitary priority.  You “seek” that life-giving breath. 

 

The word “seek” is the first word in the Ministry Action Plan of our Annual Con-
ference called “the SEND Model”.  It is a critical word for the Christian, because 
we understand that God in Christ came to “seek and to save that which was lost”, 
(Luke 19:10).  Our salvation is not a casual thing.  God “so loved” that He was 
willing to become one of us in the mystery of the Incarnation in order to save us 
from our sin and restore us to the relationship He wanted us to know with Him.  

Nothing else would do.   

 

The ministry of the Church begins with this word.  SEEK.  What is it that we seek?  
Well, we first seek the kingdom of God and His righteousness (Mt. 6:33).  This is 
intentional discovery, not accidental.  Seeking implies intentionality.  When the 
Shepherd discovered the missing sheep, He left the 99 in search of that straggling 
sheep (Luke 15:1-7).  We are not told if the sheep left the flock in rebellion, or due 
to careless distraction.  The reason didn’t matter. The Shepherd went out looking 
for that lost sheep.  His journey was intentional because He valued the helpless 
sheep.  Do we value those outside the kingdom of God? Do we value the struggling 
and hurting? If we do, we will “seek” them.  We will go wherever wandering ten-
dencies might take people because we love them, we care about them, and they 

need us.  We will be “seekers”.  God is a SEEKER.  So are God’s people. 

 

We will not just seek people who are away from the fold or those hurting within it.   
We will seek resources that can be used to help them.  We will be intentional about 
the use of the things God has put into our hands.  We will be good stewards of our 
time resources, our financial resources, our system structures, and our personal and 
corporate strengths.  It is vital that we become aware of the needs around us and 
the resources among us so that we can create opportunities for these to come 
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together. At the point where these (resources and needs) meet is where ministry happens and transforma-
tion can occur.  Only God’s Spirit can provide the transformation, but we can “seek” ways to create oppor-

tunities and environments where this transformation is most likely to occur. 

 

In the Conference Ministry Action Plan (MAP), “Seek” is the first step.  Every ministry launched by a 
Church should have the element of “seek” in it.  The Church will “seek” to understand its context.  The 
Church will intentionally learn as much about the community as possible, identifying the needs present and 
the resources available.  We will intentionally “seek” to address the needs around us in the Name of Jesus 
Christ.  We will “seek” the places where God is already at work.  Having discovered them, we will join 
God in that work by using the gifts He has placed among us.  We will “seek” others to join us in doing this 
holy work to which God has invited us.  We will seek out others in ministry and join with those who are 
doing things that serve others and put value in those who are served. We need not try to do everything 

alone. We are more effective and fruitful in aiding transformation when we seek ways to work together. 

 

How is the word “seek” impacting your ministries?  It calls for intentionality.  It calls for us to value every 
person.  It compels us to go with God into the world to seek and to save.  It challenges us to love with 
God’s love, give as God gives, and bless others as God is blessing us.  Jesus said it. “As the Father has sent 

me, so SEND I you,” (John 20:21). The “S” in “SEND” is for “seek”.  Don’t skip the first step. 

Continued “SEEK” By: Rev. Ron Ball 

Secretaries Corner  

Favorite Quotes from Jack Canfield and Mark Victor Hansen 
 
“When we accomplish a goal, it instantly loses some of its importance and we tend to lose 
interest. When we write down too many goals, there is plenty to keep our subconscious 
mind at work.” Mark victor Hansen. 
 
Our Inner image of ourselves and what we want to accomplish in life helps to make us 
what we are meant to be.” Mark victor Hansen 
 
Life, nature and God always answer, „Yes, „ to you. What are you asking for?” Mark Victor 
Hansen 
 
“Self-esteem does not mean feeling good all the time. Self-esteem means loving yourself 
even when you feel badly…even when you make a mistake. It means loving yourself even 
when you‟re depressed. It means that you accept yourself fully.” Jack Canfield 
 
When we accomplish a goal, Don‟t cross it out. Instead, write „victory‟ next to it and move 

on to the next one. This way, whenever you have a bad day, all you have to do is to review your victories to feel good about 
yourself.” Jack Canfield 
 
“Be Passionately on purpose about your right livelihood” Mark Victor Hansen 
~Ashley Epler 
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10/6/2011  
We are sorry to report that Neil A. Epler, father of Rev. Dr. Neil C. Epler 
(Frazer Memorial UMC), passed away early this morning. Mr. Epler was 

from the Lakeland, FL area. Arrangements are forthcoming. 
Funeral services will be held October 15, 2011 beginning at 11:00 a.m. at 

New Live Oak Cemetery in Selma , AL (110 West Dallas Avenue). 
Please keep the Epler Family in your thoughts and prayers during this dif-

ficult time. 

 

Our Country... Our District... Our Churches… Our Leaders 

Gifts  
Cain’s Chapel UMC has 15 automatic paper towel dispensers, 
12 soap dispensers and 4 toilet paper dispensers that we 
would love to donate to a church that needs them. Please call 
Wendy at 334-569-2375 or email 
wendy@cainschapelumc.org. 
——————————————————- 
  

Jobs 
10-13-2011 
Pierce Chapel U.M.C. at 1003 Pierce Chapel Rd. in Santuck, Al. is looking for a piano 
player for Sunday services. Every Sunday at 11:00a.m. and some holidays….if you have a 

Church Classifieds 

http://www.awfumc.org/site/link/BKHJFDHEDKPMGBOGFNEGJODMIPBOIDBNKCFAHMPBJJHPNIHDGHEEEPFMIDIKDO
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Time change- 

Fall Back 

9:00 AM FAIR 

TRADE FESTI-

VAL HOSTED 

BY ALDERS-

GATE UMC 

5:00 PM BENE-

FIT For Austin 

Ledbetter 

6 

2:00 PM CC 

MTOP: Trinity, 

Phenix City 

All Saints Sunday 

7 8 9 10 11 12 

13 

 

14 15 16 17 18 19 

10:00 AM First 

Annual "Tauga" 

Fest 

20 

 

21 22 23 24 

Thanksgiving- 

Offices Closed 

25 

Thanksgiving- 

Offices Closed 

26 

27 28 

 

29 

 

30 
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